
Talofa, and welcome to our February 
2019 Koko Bulletin, informing you of 
our latest developments. S.C.I.D.I., 
supported by the New Zealand Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Aid Programme, has 
been very busy in the last 3 months, and 
now has several great pieces of news to 
report to you, including progress on 
our two cocoa nurseries, updates on 
our genotyping project, introducing the 
new SKIA logo, working on the Samoan 
language version of our cocoa field 
guide, and more... 

As always, your feedback is extremely 
welcome. 

Best wishes,

Dr Hans Maurer, Project Director, 
on behalf of the S.C.I.D.I. Team.
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MAF, STEC, and S.C.I.D.I. team members at the Afia Nursery examining the 
first 6,000 new seedlings, and discussing cooperation between nurseries.
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The Mulifanua nursery has now become the Afia 
nursery, to more accurately reflect the nursery's 
location. The first 6,000 plants have been bagged 
(January 2019 status), and more are being added 
every day. We expect that some of these plants will 
be available for sale from early April, once they are 
sufficiently grown.

MAOTA NURSERY
Our team has now started planning for our Savai’i 
cocoa nursery. We have selected the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment site near Maota, 
and we will keep you up to speed with our progress 
via the S.C.I.D.I. Facebook page.

COSTINGS WORKSHOP
In preparation for selling some of our first cocoa 
seedlings, we have carefully monitored all costs that 
are associated with raising these young plants. We 
will hold a costings workshop in late March, to which 
we will invite other nursery operators such as MAF, the 
Savai'i Cocoa Farmers Association, and others. This is 
a specialised, technical workshop for organisations 
that are either growing seedlings in a nursery 
environment, or planning to do this on a larger scale, 
as it is very important to understand the true costs of 
raising cocoa seedlings, and eventually grafted trees. 
S.C.I.D.I.’s mission is to share its knowledge and  
learnings, to facilitate improved decision making.

The genotyping project announced in the October 
Koko Bulletin is due to start, with the Scientific 
Research Organisation of Samoa (SROS) and Massey 
University of New Zealand collaborating in identifying 
the genetic profiles of 200 mature cocoa trees. Seed 
and bud-wood from these trees will be used by the 
project to grow healthy, disease-resistant, and high-
yielding cocoa plants in our nurseries.

AFIA NURSERY 

GENOTYPING

STEC Nursery Manager Toetu Asiata and Nursery  
Assistant Willie Feuu mixing planting substrate, based 
on the 'recipe' provided by Dr Nick Roskruge, Massey 
University.
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The first seed bags being placed in their  
nursery bed in late November 2018. Left to right: 
S.C.I.D.I. Associate Project Manager Jimmy  
Tofa-Su’a, STEC Senior Investment Officer Shalom  
Valeoto, S.C.I.D.I. Project Officer Jacob Lawes  
(Jimmy and Jacob are based in Auckland, New  
Zealand).

Healthy and vigorous cocoa seedlings growing towards 
their release date.



During the November 2018 Establishment Committee 
meeting, SKIA announced the winner of the Brand 
Device Design Competition. We are pleased to advise 
that the panel selected Benuel Inia’s design. This will 
be the official logo for SKIA. The competition had 20 
entries. The winning design earned Benuel an iPad 
Pro. Second and third prize getters received a smaller 
iPad Pro version for their efforts.

In March we expect to release the SKIA Strategy 
Document, setting industry direction for the next 3 to 
5 years. The draft strategy was workshopped with the 
SKIA Establishment Committee in 2018, and feedback 
was used to finalise the strategy. 

SAMOA KOKO INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATION (SKIA)

SKIA Establishment Committee members during one of 
the industry strategy workshops.

SKIA STRATEGY AND FARMER  
WORK-BOOK

Our team is currently reviewing the learnings from the 
half-day workshops held in 2017 and 2018. We are 
now planning the 2019 and 2020 training courses, 
aimed at enabling trainees to become ‘cocoa coaches’, 
able to assist their villages in improving the health of 
their cocoa plantations.

Competition Winner Benuel Inia (centre), SKIA  
Establishment Chairman Saena Mulitalo Penaia (left) 
and His Excellency Nick Hurley, Acting High Commis-
sioner for New Zealand in Samoa (right).
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Now that SKIA has a formal identity, brand and bank 
account, anyone who has registered their interest in 
SKIA will be receiving a formal letter to invite them 
to complete the membership process. 

We cordially invite you to become a  
member of SKIA. Membership is open for any   
individual, company or organisation that has an  
interest in Samoa once again becoming a  
recognised and valued niche producer and marketer 
of fine flavour quality cocoa. At the June AGM, mem-
bers will be asked to elect an Executive Committee, 
that will succeed the current Establishment Commit-
tee. We encourage you to join SKIA and have your 
say.

TRAINING WORKSHOPS

Partnered with the SKIA Strategy, we are releasing 
a Farmers' Action Plan and Workbook in Samoan and 
English, as a tool to assist farmers and growers who 
are prepared to put in the work to improve their yields 
and income. This is in the process of  being translated 
and printed.

THE WINNING ENTRY

QUICK UPDATES
Our team is now beginning work on two fermentation 
and drying facilities for cocoa beans, one per island. 
Once planning on these is complete and sites are 
confirmed, we will let you know more.

Further projects are currently underway in several 
areas. Keep an eye on our Facebook page to be kept 
informed of all our developments as they happen.



We intend to regularly point you towards cocoa related local and international knowledge in every issue of the Koko Bulletin. This 
month, we highlight cocoa support projects  driven by chocolate manufacturers in their attempts to secure sufficient volumes of cocoa 
for thei purposes. S.C.I.D.I. offers no opinion on these projects. The links are provided to assist Samoan cocao growers to understand 
what is happening worldwide with cocoa. Countries covered by these projects include Brazli, Ghana, and Ecuador. 

https://sustainability.chocolatshalba.ch/?id=46&L=1

https://www.cocoahorizons.org/

https://www.cocoalife.org/

KNOWLEDGE HUB
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Dr Hans Maurer
hmaurer@agrichain-centre.com

Hobart Va'ai
ceo@samoachamber.ws

Jacob Lawes
jlawes@agrichain-centre.com

Melanie Trotman
mtrotman@agrichain-centre.com

THE PROJECT TEAM

KOMITI FA’ATONU

SAMOAN COCOA PRODUCTS 
SPOTTED RECENTLY...

The Wilex Samoa Koko Loa banner, at the Faleolo 
Airport, Apia. What a wonderful gift to take home 

from Samoa. 
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COOPERATION WITH MAF
MAF have started to evaluate S.C.I.D.I. cocoa bags 
for use in their nursery. To assist in this project, 
S.C.I.D.I. has provided MAF with one of its nursery 
trolleys, which can hold between 80 and 90 planter 
bags at one time. This makes it very easy and safe to 
move the larger bags around the nursery.

These trolleys are an Australian "contribution" to 
the project, imported by S.C.I.D.I. to ensure that the 
nursery is able to work to best practice when it comes 
to moving seeded cocoa bags from the bagging area 
into the nursery beds. Nursery trolley in action.


