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Talofa, and welcome to an action packed
Agriculture Show special edition of our
Koko Bulletin. S.C.I.D.I., supported by
the New Zealand Foreign Affairs and
Trade Aid Progranme, has been very
busy in the last 6 months, constructing
our Mulifanua nursery, running pruning
workshops, publishing a cocoa field
guide, working with the Samoa Koko
Industry Association (SKIA) to achieve
formal registration, and getting a joint
Scientific Research Organisation of
Samoa (SROS) and Massey University of
New Zealand Genotyping Project to the
starting line.
And, not to forget, a logo design
competition to find a distinct and proud
Koko Samoa marketing device for SKIA.

www.facebook.com/
samoacocoainitiative
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As always, your feedback is extremely
welcome.
Best wishes,
Dr Hans Maurer, Project Director,
on behalf of the S.C.I.D.I. Team.
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MULIFANUA NURSERY
The Mulifanua nursery on STEC land has now been
completed. Training has started for STEC nursery
staff, and the first cocoa seeds have been placed into
their planter bags. It will take us a while to fill the
nursery, as we have capacity for up to 35,000 plants
per growing cycle. Our seedlings will leave the nursery
when they are approximately 3 months old, with well
developed root systems, ready to be planted out. We
plan to have an open day early in the new year, when
the first plants will be ready for release. We will let
you know the date closer to the time.
Inspecting the new nursery construction efforts

COCOA GENOTYPING

Marking a cocoa tree for the genotyping project

It is important that seedlings and grafted plants
are produced from healthy, disease resistant, high
yielding and, preferably identifiable, parent stock. As
cocoa hybridises very easily, it is not always possible
to keep track of these attributes by traditional and
conventional methods. This is where DNA technoloy
opens up possibilities, but in order to unlock these
opportunities experts in plant science are needed.
We are therefore pleased to advise that the Scientific
Research Organisation of Samoa (SROS) and Massey
University of New Zealand will together manage
the S.C.I.D.I. Genotyping Project. This involves
initially taking young leaf samples from 2 Upolu and
2 Savai'i cocoa farms, and then analysing the leaves
to determine the variety and parentage of the trees
involved. The trees identified as suitable in this
process will then provide cocoa seed for the S.C.I.D.I.
nurseries, as well as bud-wood for our grafting
program.

S.C.I.D.I. COCOA FIELD GUIDE
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In late September, we introduced the English language
version of the "Sustainable Cocoa Production In
Samoa" field guide for cocoa growers and coaches.
The growers who attended the recent Upolu Pruning
Workshop have already received a copy of this guide.
This guide is intended as a practical support tool
for any cocoa grower interested in achieving higher
yields, keeping their cocoa trees in production longer,
and operating a sustainable cocoa farm.
The guide is currently being translated into Samoan,
and over the coming months, many growers will be
receiving their own copy of the guide.
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The new S.C.I.D.I. cocoa field guide
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THE SAMOA KOKO INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (SKIA)
SKIA finalised its constitution in July 2018, and is
now an Incorporated Society. SKIA is currently still
managed by the Establishment Committee, chaired
by Saena Mulitalo Penaia, with Lemauga Hobart
Va'ai, CEO of the Samoan Chamber Of Commerce And
Industry, supporting the Establishment Committee in his role as Secretary. SKIA is now accepting
membership applications, and will hold an Annual
General Meeting early in the new year to elect its first
Executive Committee.
Meet the SKIA Establishment Committee

LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION

Make sure you pick up a membership application form
at the Agriculture Shows.

As a newly established body, SKIA had determined
the need to commission a brand design competition
to communicate effectively with multiple parties
including internal and external stakeholders,
government ministries, offshore (global) cocoa
associations, cocoa buyers, and donor countries.
SKIA has just finished running a logo design
competition, for the purposes of finding a vibrant,
unique, bold, and inclusive logo that represents Koko
Samoa and the Samoan Koko heritage. Entries have
now closed, and judging of the nearly 40 entries will
occur at the end of October. The winning design and
the two runner-ups will be announced at the SKIA
Establishment Committee Meeting on Tuesday 13th
November.

Deputy New Zealand High Commissioner Mike Walsh,
Tuiatafu Nusi Moa Mauala, and Dr Hans Maurer
discussing pruning strategies for young cocoa

Caption
Our competition ad. Thank you to all who entered.

PRUNING WORKSHOPS
In August and September, two Pruning Workshops were
held, one hosted by the Samoa Women's Association of
Growers (SWAG) and one hosted by Melzi Plantations.
Both pruning workshops proved to be very successful,
with participants gaining new skills and reconfirming
the skills they already had when it comes to pruning
cocoa trees and achieving high yields. Workshop
participants also received a pair of secateurs for use
on their cocoa plantations.

September Pruning Workshop at Melzi Plantations
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PULENU'U MEETING
Lemauga Hobart Va'ai recently addressed the
September Pulenu'u meeting to update village leaders
about the S.C.I.D.I. Initiative and our work. Feedback
received suggests that Hobart did the project proud,
and generated considerable interest from villages
able to grow cocoa, but which until now had not been
deeply involved in the project.
Koko Samoa is an important part of Samoan culture,
and has the potential to return to being a significant
export revenue contributor.

Lemauga Hobart Va'ai presenting to the
Pulenu'u meeting on cocoa and our project

KNOWLEDGE HUB
We intend to regularly point you towards cocoa related local and international knowledge in every issue of the Koko Bulletin. This
month, we have three aid projects and their work of improving cocoa production for Asian and Pacific cocoa growers:
Indonesia - Cocoa Sustainability Partnership:
https://www.facebook.com/CocoaSustainabilityPartnership/
Papua New Guinea - Productive Partnerships in Agriculture - Cocoa:
http://www.pireport.org/articles/2016/11/23/300-bougainville-farmers-join-world-bank-funded-cocoa-agriculture-project
Vietnam - Technology Transfer for Cocoa Farmers in Vietnam:
http://www.cocoaasia.org/doc/events/mar2016/CAA_Project_March2016.pdf

SAMOAN COCOA PRODUCTS
SPOTTED RECENTLY...

THE PROJECT TEAM
KOMITI FA’ATONU
Dr Hans Maurer
hmaurer@agrichain-centre.com
Hobart Vaai
ceo@samoachamber.ws
Helen Skipps
helen.skipps@samoachamber.ws

Quality Samoan Cocoa Nibs for sale
found in Auckland, New Zealand.
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Melanie Trotman
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